
Lovewise
For the best in relationships

A resource 
for Years 8 - 11 

on the subjects of 
relationships, marriage 

and sex, written 
from a Christian 

perspective

lovewise.org.uk

Module 1

What is 
marriage?



Lovewise
For the best in relationships

What is marriage?
Marriage, Sex & Living Wisely: Module 1

Contents
PAGE

2   Contents

3 - 4   Overview

5   Using this presentation

6 - 7   Using the speaker view

8 - 16  Slide notes



Lovewise
For the best in relationships

What is marriage?
Marriage, Sex & Living Wisely: Module 1

Overview

Title page

1

2

Marriage - a good design

3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12

The protection of marriage

13



Lovewise
For the best in relationships

What is marriage?
Marriage, Sex & Living Wisely: Module 1

Overview (continued)

The order of marriage

14

Making a good marriage

17

18 19 20

Other modules

23

15

21 22

16



Lovewise
For the best in relationships

What is marriage?
Marriage, Sex & Living Wisely: Module 1

Using this presentation

Navigating

NEXT: Press “n”, or “space” or “ “, click the navigation arrows on the slide or swipe left (if using 
a touch device), to advance to the next slide (or display the next slide fragment)

PREVIOUS: Press “p”, or ““, click the navigation arrows on the slide or swipe right (if using a 
touch device), to return to the previous slide (or return to the previous slide fragment)

Progress bar Navigation arrows Slide number

Presentation Screen

BLANKING: Press “b”, or “.“ to blank the presentation screen. Press again to continue with the 
presentation.

OVERVIEW: Press “esc”, “o“ or pinch-zoom to display an overview of the presentation. This 
view can be navigated as normal. Press “enter/return” to select the slide displayed in 
the centre of the overview or click or tap on a specific slide to resume at that slide.

NON-LINEAR (OPTIONAL) SLIDES: Some parts of the presentation may feature optional 
slides. These sub-sections can be displayed by pressing “j”, “ “ or swipe up to navigate 
down the stack, or by pressing “k”, “ “ or swipe down to navigate up the stack. 

These optional slides are shown on the overview screen or prompted by the Navigation 
Arrows displaying down and up arrows where relevant.

FRAGMENTS: Some slides have sections that are displayed in sequence on each 
subsequent ‘click’ or advance.
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Using the speaker view

Duration

‘Speaker View’ / Notes Screen

LAUNCH SPEAKER VIEW: Press “s” to launch the speaker view window. Move this (or the 
presentation screen) to the appropriate display - if using a projector or dual screen. 
On a mobile / touch device, buttons for launching the “speaker view” and “full screen 
mode” will be displayed to the bottom of the first slide only. 

CHANGING THE LAYOUT: Click or tap on the grey “Layout” tab (top-right of the speaker view 
window). Select from the alternative layouts displayed: Tall / Wide / Large / Notes only / 
Mobile. NB: ‘Mobile’ layout has been optimised for devices held in portrait orientation.

MOBILE CONTROL: When using the speaker view on a mobile device to control the 
presentation - use swipe gestures on the “current slide” window ONLY.

RESETTING THE COUNTER: Click or tap anywhere on the timer or clock (above the speaker 
notes) to reset the Duration counter. 

EMBEDDED VIDEOS: Some slides may contain video content that will NOT start automatically. 
Videos will need to be clicked on to start. NB: Once activated you must click anywhere 
outside the video itself to be able to continue to navigate the slideshow.

SLIDE SCRIPT CONVENTIONS: Directions or considerations for the speaker are shown in 
grey. Main speaker script is shown in black. Hyper-linked citations etc will launch in a 
separate browser window for further reading / research. 

REQUIREMENTS : An internet connection and any standard browser are needed to view the 
presentation. If you are intending to give this presentation where there is no internet 
connection - please contact the Lovewise office for a downloadable, offline version. 
Alternatively, you can save the presentation webpage for offline use via your browser.

Current time

Current slide

Upcoming slide
or fragment

Layout options
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Using the speaker view (continued)

Troubleshooting

UNABLE TO LAUNCH SPEAKER VIEW: Since the speaker view launches in a “pop-up” 
window, it may be blocked depending upon your browser settings or ad-blocking 
software (if installed). You may be greeted with the following message:

 “Speaker view pop-up failed to open. Please make sure pop-ups are allowed and 
reopen the speaker view”

EDGE / Internet Explorer: Options to allow the pop-up once (for that particular browser 
session) should be displayed. Alternatively, a drop-down menu with “options for this 
site” will be shown where you can elect to allow pop-ups in future for Lovewise.org.uk 
by adding it as an exception.

 Alternatively, select: SETTINGS > INTERNET OPTIONS > PRIVACY > POP-UP BLOCKER 
SETTINGS > enter “https://lovewise.org.uk/” in the “Address of website to allow” input 
field > CLICK “ADD”. Then relaunch the speaker view.

FIREFOX: Options to allow pop-ups should be available under the “OPTIONS” tab (top-right) 
> CLICK “Allow pop-ups for lovewise.org.uk”.

 Alternatively, select: MENU > CONTENT BLOCKING > MANAGE EXCEPTIONS > add 
“https://lovewise.org.uk/” > CLICK “Save Changes”. Then relaunch the speaker view.

CHROME / SAFARI: Typically, these browsers will not block the speaker view. If issues arise, 
look to add “https://lovewise.org.uk” as an exception to the “pop-up blocker”, normally 
somewhere within the browsers “privacy” settings.
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Introduction

Slide content is shown in the notes for reference with the 
prefix “SLIDE: slide content example” 

Words in italics are instructions, or additional background 
information for teachers.

We suggest that you go through the script highlighting 
those phrases that you wish to use in the class.

•	 Keyboard	shortcuts:	press	‘shift	+	?’	at	any	time	to	view	
all	keyboard	shortcuts

•	 Videos: embedded YouTube videos will need to be 
clicked on to start. NB: once activated you must click 
anywhere	outside the video itself to be able to continue 
with the slideshow.

1

SLIDE: Marriage - a good design

Marriage is a good design to give a husband and wife 
lifelong companionship and to provide a secure home for 
children.

2

Marriage - a good design

3 SLIDE: Marriage may seem a long way off... ...but the 
choices you make NOW in relationships will affect your 
whole life. 

Good choices have good consequences and bad choices 
have bad consequences.

Who should we listen to?

We need to consider where we get our advice from. This 
might include: parents, friends, the media, social media & 
the internet, books and our religion.

Each sub-section is marked on the left with a continuous coloured line. Fragments of 
each slide are marked with a secondary line.

Slide notes
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5 With each subsequent click, the following images are 
revealed:

•	 Cake

•	 Dress

•	 Kiss

•	 Rings / vows

•	 Car

The vows or promises that the two people getting married 
make to each other are the essential part of the wedding. 
The wedding may last one day, but the vows are going to 
apply for the rest of life.

Marriage - a good design (continued)

6 Let us listen carefully to what the bride and groom say to 
each other when they make their vows or promises.

A worksheet which explores the marriage vows further is 
supplied for download: Marriage Vows worksheet

Video duration: 2:37

Transcript for reference:

Minister: “We’ve gathered here in the sight of God and in 
the presence of this congregation, to witness the joining 
together of David and Rebecca in marriage. David Paul 
Baker, will you take Rebecca Starnes as your wife and live 
together as God has ordained? Will you love her, comfort 
her, honour and protect her, in sickness and in health, and 
forsaking all others be faithful to her as long as you both 
shall live?”

David: “I will.”

7

4 SLIDE: Have you ever been to a wedding? What do you 
remember? 

Ask the class to raise their hands if they have ever been to 
a wedding or seen one in a film. Ask them to mention any 
things they remember about the wedding.

Some possible answers are pictured on the following slide.
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Marriage - a good design (continued)
Minister: “Rebecca Starnes, will you take David Paul Baker as 
your husband and live together as God has ordained? Will 
you love him, obey him, honour and protect him, in sickness 
and in health, and forsaking all others be faithful to him as 
long as you both shall live?”

Rebecca: “I will.”

Minister: (Directs them to face each other)

David: “I, David Paul Baker, take you Rebecca Starnes to 
be my wife. To have and to hold from this day forward. 
For better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, to love and to cherish until death us to part. 
According to God’s holy law, and this is my solemn vow.”

Rebecca: “I, Rebecca Starnes, take you David Paul Baker to 
be my husband. To have and to hold from this day forward. 
For better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, to love, cherish and obey until death us to part. 
According to God’s holy law, and this is my solemn vow.”

David: “I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage. With 
my body I honour you. All that I am I give to you and all that 
I have I share with you. In the name of the Father, and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Rebecca: “I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage. With 
my body I honour you. All that I am I give to you and all that 
I have I share with you. In the name of the Father, and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Minister: (Takes both right hands in his). “Since you 
have made your vows in the presence of God and this 
congregation and signified your love with the giving and 
receiving of a ring - I now pronounce you husband and 
wife. Those whom God has joined together let no one put 
asunder.”

Minister: “You may kiss the bride.”
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8 SLIDE: What did they promise? Love. Forever. Whatever. 

Ask the class what Rebecca and David promised each other.

The wedding vows can be summarised with the following 
three words: Love, Forever, Whatever.

•	 “To love and cherish” - You might ask them what they 
would cherish. It is not a word used very much now, but 
it means to look after something which is valuable or 
precious very carefully.

•	 “Until death do us part” - This implies that one or other 
will be at the other’s death. The commitment is through 
all the challenges and difficulties of old age as well as 
sickness.

•	 “For better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness 
and in health” - You may marry a millionaire, an athlete 
or a beautiful model but you are promising to stick by 
each other faithfully even if all the money runs out, they 
find themselves in a wheelchair or their looks fade.

9 SLIDE: What does love look like? 

It is important to think about what love really is. The word 
love can be used in many different ways.

Marriage - a good design (continued)

The qualities of true love are described in a passage from 
the Bible (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) which is often read out at 
weddings. Imagine how good relationships would be if we 
loved others like this.

Subsequent clicks highlight the positive and negative attrib-
utes referred to in the verses.

Shown first in purple are the practices that demonstrate real 
love for someone else.

Shown next in red are the practices we are to avoid if we are 
to be loving towards others.

A worksheet which further explores the idea of what love 
truly is, is supplied for download: True Love worksheet

10
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11 SLIDE: In marriage you know where you stand... 

Marriage is a public commitment and a legal contract in 
the eyes of the state. At the wedding, wherever it is (in a 
church, a hotel, a registry office or on the beach), the bride 
and groom make promises to each other, usually in front of 
family and friends. Everyone knows what is happening.

The couple make their vows to each other and give each 
other rings which they wear to indicate they are married. A 
ring is a symbol of unending love.

The protection of marriage

12 SLIDE: ...and so does everyone else. 

Those who come to the wedding hear the commitment that 
the couple make to each other and have a responsibility to 
support and encourage the couple in their new life together.

SLIDE: Marriage is recognised and protected by law 

This is the reason that the couple sign a register during the 
ceremony.

Since 2013 in England and Wales, and 2014 in Scotland, the 
legal definition of marriage was changed to include same 
sex couples.

•	 Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013

•	 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 and Marriage 
and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act 2014 (Consequential 
Provisions) Order 2014

•	 For further information regarding marriage and civil part-
nerships, click here.

13
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SLIDE: That is why a man leaves his father and mother 
and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
Genesis 2:24 

God designed marriage to be between a man and a woman, 
as described in the Bible.

Note the following from this verse:

1. first, leave parents

2. next, be united in marriage

3. then, become one flesh; that is, physical union between 
husband and wife in a new family expressed in sexual 
intercourse - which may lead to having children

It is important to pay attention to God’s order in doing things.

14

15 SLIDE: “...leave father and mother...”

When a couple get married, who does the bride usually 
arrive with?

Who does she leave with?

This is a picture of an important part of being married; the 
bride and groom leave their parents and start a new family 
unit.

Parents will want to support the young married couple but 
they should not interfere in their lives.

16 SLIDE: “...be united to his wife...”

When a couple marry, they are united in many ways. Ask the 
class to think of some of these.

Answers might include:

•	 a home

•	 a bank account

•	 a surname

•	 bringing up their children together

•	 having holidays

•	 sharing their bodies in a sexual relationship

The order of marriage
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17 SLIDE: “...become one flesh...”

The relationship in marriage should be so close that it is like 
becoming one person and this is reflected in the complete 
physical unity of sexual intercourse, which may lead to the 
procreation of children.

18 SLIDE: What factors are placing a strain upon marriages 
in our society? 

Sadly, not all marriages remain happy and some end in 
divorce. Ask the class what factors might put a strain on a 
marriage?

Answers might correctly include:

•	 lack of money

•	 breakdown in communication

•	 losing a job

•	 not being able to have children

•	 being unfaithful

•	 use of pornography

•	 illness or accidents

•	 having to work away from home

•	 interfering in-laws

•	 substance abuse

Couples who face these issues may need to take special 
care and seek advice and support from family and friends.

19 Two couples talk about why they got married and why the 
commitment of marriage is so special.

These couples are also shown again, discussing the benefits 
of marriage, at the beginning of Module 2.

The order of marriage (continued)

Making a good marriage
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20 Video duration: 1:47

Transcript for reference:

Martin: “I met Jenny first when we were quite a bit younger. 
We went to the same youth group but we probably didn’t 
get to know each other until we were about seventeen. I 
guess I thought she was stunning and liked her personality, 
her confidence. Spotted her across that crowded youth 
group and asked her out. Fortunately she said yes!”

Richard: “We met at university - it was a disco evening. Many 
years ago - 33 years, 35 years ago! Andrea saw me across a 
crowded room and thought ‘yes’.” (laughs)

Andrea: “I did.”

Richard: “...and here we are. Well we decided to get married 
- I think it was the natural thing to do. We were getting on 
really well. We clearly loved each other, and we wanted to 
build a life together.”

Martin: “I think if you realise that you want to spend your life 
with someone then getting married before you live together 
is showing that commitment to each other.”

Richard: “If you’re not willing to get married - what sort of 
commitment is that to a relationship? If you’re not married, 
then you just walk off the next day.”

Andrea: “I wouldn’t have thought a lot about a guy who’d 
not wanted to commit to me.”

Jenny: “Having Martin stand in front of me and say those 
vows was an amazing thing. To hear him promising ‘for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health’. No matter what happens he’s going to be there for 
me, and no matter who else he meets he’s going to love me 
all my life.”

Making a good marriage (continued)
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21

22

SLIDE: Both the couples used the word “commitment” – 
what did they mean? 

Answers might include:

•	 always wanting the relationship to work

•	 being willing to work through things that are difficult

•	 setting aside time for each other

•	 making each other a priority

All these can be summarised by living out the vows they 
made to each other.

SLIDE: A good marriage 

Here are four principles that will help a marriage stay strong 
and committed:

•	 Make a decision that it will last - We must go into 
marriage determined that it will work and, if difficulties 
arise, to work through those difficulties together.

•	 Be faithful - It is essential for a husband and wife to 
remain sexually faithful to each other.

•	 Be loving and thoughtful - It is important to be loving 
and thoughtful, even about small things, rather than 
selfish or thoughtless.

•	 Be forgiving - It is important to forgive each other when 
you upset or wrong each other.

23 Other Modules available in the same series:

•	 What are the benefits of marriage?

•	 When to be sexually intimate.

•	 What happens if you don’t keep sexual intimacy for 
marriage?

•	 Practical steps to help make a relationship that will last.

•	 Relationships: getting it right.

Other modules

Making a good marriage (continued)


